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February  20 
President's Day-NO SCHOOL

February  21 
Professional Learning 
Development Day for 

Teachers-NO SCHOOL

February  22-23 
5th/6th Grade Curriculum 

Night, 6:30pm Sacajawea MS 
(Last name A-M-22nd;  

N-Z-23rd)

February  23 
Unicycle Club, 3-4pm

February  24 
School Night with the 

Spokane Chiefs

February  28 
Group Picture Day 

Unicycle Club, 3-4pm

March 1 
Leadership Mtg, 3:05-3:45pm

March 2 
Unicycle Club, 3-4pm 

Multicultural Club, 3-4pm

Jefferson Families and Community Members, 
After taking last week away to report on our recent Parent 
Teacher Conferences, I am coming back to our mindset journey.  
This week’s message will focus on praise, and how it affects 
students’ development of a growth or fixed mindset. 
In America, unlike many nations who outperform the United 
States in mathematics achievement, children often receive 
fixed mindset messages from parents and teachers.  When we 
unwittingly tell a child that she is “so smart” after building a 
block bridge or that he is “brilliant” after completing a puzzle, 
we are sending the message that ability is innate, and not a function of the effort 
and tenacity exerted to arrive at success.  Interestingly, one study found that the 
praise parents gave to their babies between birth and age three predicted their 
mindsets five years later.  Surely, the power of our mindset messages cannot be 
underestimated!
In one school-based example, 400 fifth grade students were asked to take an easy 
assessment in which almost all of them performed at high levels.  Following the 
assessment, half of the students were praised for “being really smart!”  The other 
half were complimented on their “hard work.”  All 400 students were then asked 
to choose a follow-up test, either one which was pretty simple and the students 
were likely to do well, or one that was more challenging where some errors were 
likely.  Of the students who received compliments for their effort, a full 90 percent 
chose the more difficult assessment.  Of the students given the fixed mindset 
message of being smart, the majority chose the easy assessment.  And given that 
we know that the mind has to grapple and struggle to grow new dendrites, you 
can certainly guess which students’ brains grew the most that day! 
Consider this from mathematician Jo Boaler:
Praise feels good, but when people are praised for who they are as a person (“You 
are so smart”) rather than what they did (“That was an amazing piece of work”), 
they get the idea that they have a fixed amount of ability… Instead of praising 
students for being smart, or any other personal attribute, it’s better to say things 
like: “It is great that you have learned that.” And “You have thought really deeply 
about this.” (Boaler, 8)
In short, let us praise the child’s effort, tenacity and grit, and shy away from 
praising innate characteristics that he/she has no control over.  
Be well, and be sure to tune in next week, when we will continue or dive into 
mathematical mindsets.

Brent A. Perdue (he, his, him)      
Principal brentp@spokaneschools.org
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Spokane Public Schools complies with all federal and state rules and regulations and does not discriminate in the admission, treatment, employment, or access to its programs or activities on the basis of age, sex, marital status, race, color, creed, 
national origin, the presence of any sensory, mental, or physical disability, to the use of a trained guide or service animal by a person with a disability, sexual orientation including gender expression or gender identity, or honorably discharged 
veteran or military status. This holds true for all students who are interested in participating in educational programs and/or extracurricular school activities, and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups.
Inquiries regarding compliance and/or grievance procedures may be directed to the school district’s Title IX/Staff Civil Rights Officer, ADA Officer, Harassment, Intimidation, Bullying (HIB)/Student Civil Rights Officer and/or 504 Compliance Officer.
The following Civil Rights Compliance Coordinators have been designated to handle questions and complaints of alleged discrimination:
•Civil Rights Coordinator and Title IX Coordinator: Jodi Harmon, 509.354.7344 
•Section 504 Coordinator: Melanie Smith, 509.354.7284

Olivia V.-V.
Daphne L.

Sasha C.
Henry B.
Owen K.

Iris S.
Sophie H.

Juniper H.
Jack O.
Vera B.
Sage R.
John R.

Matt W.-B.
Donnie H.
Carter B.
Freddie J.

Star Star 
AwardAward  y It's never too soon to start thinking about next 

year. The majority of the PTG Board members 
will be transitioning away in the 2023-2024 
school year, and their roles will need to be filled. 
Could you step in? Earlier planning opens the 
door for possible mentorship. Please contact 
PTG with questions! 

 y 5th and 6th Grade Parents: You should have 
received an email from the Memory Book 
Committee (via your child's teacher) regarding 
submitting permission forms and photos. PLEASE 
get these needed items in soon if you haven't 
already.

 y The next PTG Meeting will be Tues, March 7th at 
7pm in the Library and on Zoom. See you there!

Music Abounds!Music Abounds!
5th grade classes are creating 
ukelele music compositions 
by collaborating or working 
solo while in Mrs. King’s 
music room. Students are 
creating by using their own 
ideas, making a plan, and 
evaluating their work.  Before 
this happened, they learned 
the “C” scale and several 
chords. C, F, G, G7, and A 
minor.  They will share their 
compositions with visiting 
classes once completed. 



(located on the Jefferson Website in the “Students” dropdown menu or click here)

Jefferson Scholar & Family Handbook 

FROM YOUR

Safe School Hotline (page 19)
All doors at Jefferson remain locked at all times. A single point of 
entry system requires that all visitors be buzzed in at the front entry 
by the office. Staff have proximity badges that allow them to buzz 
themselves and their students through other exterior doors. Fami-
lies are asked to help reinforce the safety protocol of never opening 
an exterior door for anyone with their scholars.  

Demonstrating Demonstrating 
Class PRIDEClass PRIDE
Congratulations to Mrs. 
Olson’s Kindergarten for 
recently filling up the 60 
spaces on their classroom 
PRIDE poster!  

Glow Dance Party a Blast!Glow Dance Party a Blast!
Thursday, February 9th saw families come together for 
Jefferson’s first, and hopefully annual, PTG Glow Dance 
Party.  Kids, parents and staff busted out their dance moves 
to some new and retro tunes!    
See videos from the event on Jefferson’s Facebook (https://
www.facebook.com/jeffersonelementaryspokane) 
and Instagram (www.instagram.com/
jeffersonelementaryspokane) pages.

Bus Loop Bus Loop 
RestrictionsRestrictions
The bus loop is restricted 
to buses and vehicles with 
special permission before 
and after school. This 
allows for the efficient and 
safe pick up and drop off 
of scholars each school 
day. Other scholars can 
be dropped off on 37th 
street in front of the 
school or along Manito 
Boulevard in the back.

https://www.spokaneschools.org/cms/lib/WA50000187/Centricity/Domain/98/Jefferson%20Scholar%20%20Family%20Handbook%202022-2023%20updated.pdf
https://www.spokaneschools.org/cms/lib/WA50000187/Centricity/Domain/98/Jefferson%20Scholar%20%20Family%20Handbook%202022-2023%20updated.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/jeffersonelementaryspokane
https://www.facebook.com/jeffersonelementaryspokane
https://www.instagram.com/jeffersonelementaryspokane/
https://www.instagram.com/jeffersonelementaryspokane/




FFuuttuurree  SSaaccaajjaawweeaa    
TThhuunnddeerrbbiirrddss  

 

 

CCaann’’tt  AAtttteenndd  EEiitthheerr  NNiigghhtt??      
VViissiitt  oouurr  RReeggiissttrraattiioonn  PPaaggee::  

Visit www.sacthunderbirds.com, then select the  23-24 Registration button: 

 Here you will find….  

Sac-specific Course Catalog, Registration Forms, Elective Video Descriptions, and more! 

  When:   
-WWeeddnneessddaayy,,  FFeebbrruuaarryy  2222nndd  aatt  66::3300ppmm  ffoorr  LLaasstt  NNaammeess  AA--MM**  

OORR  

-TThhuurrssddaayy,,  FFeebbrruuaarryy  2233rrdd  aatt  66::3300ppmm  ffoorr  LLaasstt  NNaammeess  NN--ZZ**  
  

PPaarreennttss  ooff  ssttuuddeennttss  wwiitthh  IIEEPPss,,  pplleeaassee  ppllaann  oonn  aatttteennddiinngg  aa  SSppeecciiaall            
EEdduuccaattiioonn  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  SSeessssiioonn  ffrroomm  55::4455ppmm--66::1155ppmm  oonn  eeiitthheerr  nniigghhtt  

  Where: Sacajawea Middle School 
     401 E. 33rd Avenue, Main Entrance/Gymnasium 

  Who:  Parents of ccuurrrreenntt  55tthh  aanndd  66tthh  ggrraaddee  ssttuuddeennttss              
               who will attend Sacajawea in the Fall—this is       
          a PPAARREENNTT//GGUUAARRDDIIAANN  OONNLLYY  EEVVEENNTT 

  Why: To welcome you to our school and provide          
             information about our programs 

        Parent Nights  

*Due to parking considerations with two grade levels in attendance and construction ongoing, 
please try to attend on the night that matches your student’s last name.  The presentation will 
be IDENTICAL both evenings, so you can attend either night. 

23-24 Registration 


